The Political System of Great Britain

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a constitutional monarchy. The head of the country is a monarch whose power is limited by the constitution. In practice, the king or the queen reigns but doesn’t rule. The legislative power belongs to the Parliament which consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords has 850 members. The members of the House of Lords are composed of Lords “Temporal” (Barons, Earls, Dukes) and Lords “Spiritual” (archbishops and bishops). The leader is the Lord Chancellor. The seats in the House of Lords are hereditary. 
Today the centre of parliamentary power is in the Commons. The House of Commons comprises 630 members who are elected by people. The election is held every five years. The party
 which has the largest number of members forms the Government. The Head of the Government is the Prime Minister. He is usually the leader of the party having the majority in the Commons. The Prime Minister chooses from both the Lords and the Commons the men (about twenty) to fill the Cabinet which includes Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Home Secretary, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, the Minister for Defense, the Minister of Health, the President of the Board of Trade and so on. 

The second largest party traditionally forms the official Opposition with its own leader and “shadow cabinet”. 

� At present there are four main political parties in Great Britain: the Conservative Party, the Labour Party, the Liberal Party, the Social Democratic party. 





